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Session Information 
At 10:30 p.m. the House now stands adjourned until Monday, September 27, 2021, at 12:00 p.m., unless sooner 
recalled by the Speaker. 
At 10:23 p.m. on Friday, June 25, 2021, the Senate stands in recess until Monday, September 20, 2021, at 1 p.m. 
unless sooner recalled by the President Pro Tempore. 
 
Upcoming Session Days 
House 
Sept. 27-29, Oct. 4-6, 25-27, Nov. 8-10, 15-17, Dec. 13-15 
Senate 
Sept. 20-22, 27-29, Oct. 18-20, 25-27, Nov. 15-17, Dec. 13-15 
 
News and Updates 
 
Charter takeover rejected in Chester Upland — for now 
A takeover apparently would have marked the first time in Pennsylvania that district schools would be outsourced to 
charters as part of a court-ordered financial recovery plan. 

Educators, parents, and Chester community members rally in support of Chester Upland public schools the 
night before a 2019 court hearing on one charter school's petition to have all of Chester Upland's preK-8 schools 
converted to charters. 

The receiver who oversees the Chester Upland School District has rejected three bids by charter operators 
seeking to take over its schools — a prospect that was pitched as a solution to the struggling district’s financial woes 
but opposed by community members who feared the dismantling of their school system. 

After a months-long review process conducted mostly in private, Juan Baughn announced Tuesday night that 
he had decided against accepting any of the charter proposals. The district, and others outside it, had been waiting for 
months to see if the receiver would recommend a takeover, which apparently would have marked the first time in 
Pennsylvania that district schools would be outsourced to charters — which are publicly funded but independently 
run — as part of a court-ordered financial recovery plan. 

A Delaware County judge will have the final say in whether schools should be handed over as part of a 
recovery plan for the district. A hearing is planned for July 9. Read more  by Maddie Hanna Phila. Inq. July 1, 2021 
 
Pa. budget includes historic funding increases for education, but falls far short of governor's proposal 
Pennsylvania's new budget is a historic one when it comes to education. The 2021-22 spending plan that 
was approved by the legislature last week and signed by Gov. Tom Wolf on Wednesday hikes funding for education 
by $416 million, the largest increase in the state's history.  
Berks County districts will see just over $20   million in additional state funding. 
But while the added dollars are welcome news for school leaders across the commonwealth, they pale in comparison 
to what Wolf was hoping to get. When he released his budget proposal back in February, the governor called for a 
nearly $1.8 billion increase in education funding and a series of policy changes that would have ushered in systemic 
change. 
Despite his plan not coming to fruition, Wolf applauded the new budget's handling of education funding and 
trumpeted the success his administration has had in increasing the flow of dollars to schools during his tenure. 
"This budget makes a historic investment in education so our students get the knowledge and skills they deserve," 
Wolf said in a statement. "Pennsylvania provides almost $2 billion more a year for education than when I took office. 
Students now have access to better technology, resources and opportunities, and we are providing more help to 
distressed school districts." 
Some of the increases for education in the budget include: 

• $200 million increase for basic education, the main stream of state dollars for school districts. The money 
will be doled out through the state's fair funding formula passed into law in 2016. 
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https://www.inquirer.com/education/chester-upland-charter-school-takeover-20210630.html
https://www.readingeagle.com/local-news/lawmakers-who-represent-berks-share-perspectives-on-pa-budget/article_e1526e92-d814-11eb-aa45-4febab3a30dc.html
https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/gov-wolf-signs-budget-with-largest-education-funding-increase-in-state-history/
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/gov-wolfs-proposed-changes-to-education-funding-would-boost-state-money-coming-to-berks/article_b8f5cb60-6640-11eb-830d-eb1d738da913.html
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/gov-wolfs-proposed-changes-to-education-funding-would-boost-state-money-coming-to-berks/article_b8f5cb60-6640-11eb-830d-eb1d738da913.html
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/School%20Finances/Education%20Budget/Pages/default.aspx
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• $100 million for Level Up, a new initiative providing additional funding to the 100 most underfunded 
districts in the state. Reading School District and Antietam School District are the only two districts in Berks 
to receive Level Up funds. 

• $50 million increase for special education. 
• $30 million increase for early education, which includes $25 million to expand Pre-K Counts and $5 million 

to expand Head Start. 
https://www.readingeagle.com/local-news/state-budget-includes-historic-funding-increases-for-education-but-falls-
far-short-of-governors-transformational/article_24b1cde8-d821-11eb-8180-dfc72d845fcd.html 
 By David Mekeel dmekeel@readingeagle.com @dmekeel on Twitter 
 
Wolf signs $40.8 billion budget with more money for public schools. Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf has signed the 
$40.8 billion budget that directs more money to public schools, specifically directing more aid to the state’s poorest 
districts. Wolf and Democratic lawmakers held a press conference at the state Capitol in Harrisburg Wednesday 
morning touting the historic investment in public... Penn Live June 30, 2021 
 
Legislative Actions 
 
SB 1 Martin, S. (R) 
Excellence in Education for All (EEA). Amends the Public School Code to provide additional resources for PA’s 
most vulnerable students, while ensuring all families have equal access and maximum flexibility in schooling 
options. Specifically, the key components of the legislation would include: 

• Education Opportunity Accounts for PA’s most vulnerable students 
• Expansion of the existing EITC/OSTC tax credit scholarship programs 
• Charter school reforms and innovations 
• Equal access to the best public education, regardless of ZIP code 
• Protections for coronavirus learning pods 

Reported as committed from Senate Education June 7; re-referred to Appropriations, June 9; re-reported as 
committed, June 15; re-committed to Education, June 15; re-reported as amended, June 15, 2021. 
 
SB 83 Brooks, M. (R) 
High School Firefighter Training Program. The bill creates a pilot program for community colleges and 
universities in the State System of Higher Education (SSHE) to give interested high school students training in 
firefighting. The bill passed the Senate, 47-0. The amendment extends the program to charter and nonpublic schools. 
Reported as amended from House Education, June 7; re-referred to Appropriations, June 9, 2021. 
 
SB 324 Langerholc, W. (R) 
Foster Children and Graduation (prior SB 1079. The bill aims to keep students on track to graduate high school 
who are either experiencing homelessness or are in foster care by requiring a receiving school entity to designate a 
point person for the student.  This point person, utilizing guidance to be developed with the aid of the Department of 
Education, will review past transcripts and provide the essential support needed to aid student graduation in a timely 
manner. The receiving school entity would be required to make some accommodations for those students, including 
but not limited to providing alternative or modified courses for those students if the school entity chooses not to 
waive a course required for graduation. Should the student not be able to meet criteria for graduating from that school 
entity despite exhaustive and multiple alternatives, but the student has been determined to meet basic graduation 
requirements as provided in the School Code, the PDE may issue to the student a statewide secondary school 
diploma, known as the Keystone Diploma. Third consideration and final passage, June 21, 2021 (50-0). In the 
House it was referred to Education, June 22, 2021. 
 
SB 351 Langerholc, W. (R) 
Community Engaged Schools. The bill would create a pilot program in which schools can be designated as a 
Community Engaged School by the Secretary of Education. The school will then appoint a program manager to 
implement a community engagement plan and to serve as the point of contact to facilitate the relationship between 
the school and community. Third consideration and final passage in the Senate (46-1), June 8, 2021. In the 
House it was referred to Education June 9, 2021. s 
 

https://www.readingeagle.com/local-news/state-budget-includes-historic-funding-increases-for-education-but-falls-far-short-of-governors-transformational/article_24b1cde8-d821-11eb-8180-dfc72d845fcd.html
https://www.readingeagle.com/local-news/state-budget-includes-historic-funding-increases-for-education-but-falls-far-short-of-governors-transformational/article_24b1cde8-d821-11eb-8180-dfc72d845fcd.html
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2021/06/pa-gov-tom-wolf-signs-408-billion-budget-with-more-money-for-public-schools.html
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SB 381 Martin, S. (R) Now Act 26 
Substitute Teacher Program. The bill would make permanent the provisions of Act 86 of 2016, created an 
opportunity for prospective educators to serve as substitute teachers for a limited time by allowing schools, 
intermediate units and area career and technical schools with the option to utilize individuals training to be teachers 
to serve as a substitute teacher, provided the individual has valid clearances and at least 60 credit hours. The 
temporary program was set to expire on June 30. Signed in Senate, June 25, signed in House, June 25. Approved 
by the Governor, June 30, 2021 - Act No. 26. 
 
SB 554 Stefano, P. (R) Now Act 65 
Sunshine Act. The bill requires that agencies make their meeting agendas available to the public.  Once the agenda 
has been finalized and posted for the public, the agency may not take any official action on any item that is not listed 
on the notice, except in emergency situations or to consider matters that are de minimis in nature. Signed in Senate, 
June 25, signed in House, June 25. Approved by the Governor, June 30, 2021 - Act No. 65. 
 
SB 618 Phillips-Hill, K. (R) Veto No. 3 
Vaccine Passports. The bill would prohibit governmental entities (including school districts) from requiring vaccine 
passports and would put limitations on the Secretary of Health’s actions in statewide health emergencies. Signed in 
Senate, June 24, signed in House, June 24. Vetoed by the Governor, July 1, 2021 - Veto No. 3. 
 
SB 664 Corman, J. (R) Now Act 66 
Optional Year of Education Due to COVID-19. This would allow parents the option to have their child repeat a 
grade level during the 2021-2022 school year due to COVID-19. Specifically, this would help address any lost 
educational opportunities during the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 school years, regardless of whether a child has met 
the requirements to be promoted to the next grade level. This would also allow parents the option to extend special 
education enrollment due to COVID-19; specifically allowing these students, who may have reached 21 years of age 
on or after the issuance of the proclamation of disaster emergency, to continue to be enrolled in school for remainder 
of 2021-2022 school year. Amended in House Education Committee on May 26 to require a school entity to 
take all necessary steps to comply with federal and state special education law and regulation. In addition, provides a 
parent or guardian of a special education student with a July 15, 2021 deadline and clarifies a term not used in the 
school code. Signed in Senate, June 24, signed in House, June 24. Presented to the Governor, June 28, 
approved by the Governor, June 30, 2021 - Act No. 66. 
 
SB 729 Ward, J. (F)(R)  
Online Education & Nurse Aide Training Program. Amends the Nurse Aide Resident Abuse Prevention Training 
Act, providing that curriculum content for an approved nurse aide training program may be delivered in class, in 
person, online or via asynchronous, virtual reality or other digital delivery mechanism, or in a blended format. 
Establishes that clinical requirements must be completed in an approved clinical setting. Provide for reporting 
requirements for the department. Effective in 60 days. Reported as committed from Senate Education, June 22, 
2021. Re-referred to Appropriations June 24, 2021. 
 
SB 733 Ward, J. (F)(R) 
Keystone Scholarship Program for Exceptional Students (prior SB 353). Establishes the Education Opportunity 
Account Scholarship Program for Exceptional Students; and imposes duties on the Treasury, participating schools 
and resident school districts. An eligible student shall qualify on an annual basis to receive a grant to the eligible 
student's account if the parent of the eligible student agrees to provide an education for the eligible student in at least 
the subjects of reading, grammar, mathematics, social studies and science; not to enroll the eligible student in a 
public school for a school year in which the eligible student is participating in the program; and not to accept a 
scholarship for the eligible student under the educational improvement tax credit program or opportunity scholarship 
tax credit program established by the public school code. Provides provisions applicable to students with special 
needs. Provides grant stipulations from the department. Establishes accountability standards for participating schools. 
Enumerates duties of the department and resident school districts. Establishes that the department may bar a 
participating school or education. Reported as committed from Senate Education, June 7, 2021. Re-referred to 
Appropriations, June 16, 2021. 
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SR 144 Aument, R. (R) 
Concurrent Resolution establishing the 2030 Commission on Education and Economic Competitiveness. - The 
resolution was unanimously reported as committed from Senate Education and  
 
HB 409 Galloway, J. (D) 
Mental Health Clearinghouse. Establishes a mental health care services clearinghouse to serve as a publicly 
accessible registry of mental health care resources available across the Commonwealth and to assist school personnel 
in connecting families to community mental health resources. It also would allow school personnel to learn about and 
take advantage of existing programs and resources for their schools. Third consideration and final passage in the 
House (202-0), June 14, 2021. In the Senate it was referred to Health and Human Services, June 14, 2021. 
 
HB 416 Quinn, C. (R) 
DOMinate Epilepsy - Seizure Recognition Legislation (Former HB1820). Amends the Public School Code, in 
school health services, providing that beginning with the 2021-22 school year and each year thereafter a school nurse 
may complete a Department of Health approved online course of instruction or in-person training for school nurses 
regarding management of a student with seizures that includes information about seizure recognition, a seizure action 
plan and related first aid. Further provides for training for school staff regarding seizure recognition and related first 
aid training. Provides that the department shall provide nonpublic schools with access to the approved online course 
or in-person training at no cost. Effective immediately. Laid on the table (Pursuant to Senate Rule 9), June 14, 
2021. 
 
HB 993 Roae, B. (R) 
Providing a Waiver of Department of Labor & Industry Fees for School Districts. Amends the Administrative 
Code adding a new subsection requiring the Department of Labor and Industry to waive certain fees for an applicant 
that is a school district. Also requires the department to provide a refund to an applicant that paid a fee after June 30, 
2020. The waiver applies to fees for elevator inspection fees, boiler inspection fees and fees for Uniform Commercial 
Code activities performed by the department. The department shall submit an annual report to the chairs and minority 
chairs of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees and the Labor and Industry Committees on the number of 
applicants that received a waiver of the fees during the fiscal year which ended before June 30 and the total amount 
of fees waived by the department during the fiscal year which ended before June 30. Effective immediately. Third 
consideration and final passage in the House (202-0), June 14, 2021. In the Senate it was referred to Labor and 
Industry, June 14, 2021. 
 
HB 1013 Gleim, B. (R) 
CTE Certifications on High School Student Transcript (Former HB1315). Amends the Public School Code, in 
preliminary provisions, further providing for Keystone Exams and graduation requirements. It requires the inclusion 
of Career Technical Education (CTE) certifications on a student’s High School transcript, if that student took a 
National Occupational Competency Testing Institute (“NOCTI”) or Association for Career and Technical Education 
(ACTE) test and obtained a certification through a state qualified Vocational Technical School. All across the state, 
high schools acknowledge whether a student took an honors or AP class on a student’s transcript, while CTE students 
spend three or four years studying to earn a certification, with no acknowledgement of that success. Third 
consideration and final passage (201-0), May 24, 2021. Unanimously approved by the Senate Education 
Committee June 22, 2021.  
 
HB 1183 Culver, L. (R) 
Cosmetology Schools and Distance Education. Amends the Cosmetology Law providing that a school of 
cosmetology school may offer up to 50 percent of the school's curriculum through distance learning. Provides that a 
student may only earn study and training hours through distance education for theory-based subjects and that a 
cosmetology school may not offer practical demonstration through distance learning. Establishes that distance 
education shall include curriculum offered by a school of cosmetology to a student while the student is at a location 
separate and apart from the school. Effective in 60 days. Third consideration and final passage in the House (201-
1), June 15, 2021. In the Senate it was referred to Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure, June 16, 
2021. 
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HB 1446 Sonney, C. (R) 
Additional Year of School for Students who are Aging out of Special Education. The bill amends the School 
Code to allow students who are aging out of special education the ability to opt-in to an additional year of 
educational support and services. The bill also would allow school districts to utilize state and federal dollars to cover 
the cost of the additional year rather than local funds. The amendment added to the bill ensures that a student who is 
older than 21 years with an active Individualized Education Plan (IEP) is eligible for Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) services in an elective year, provides for the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) to 
establish standardized election forms, establishes a deadline for a parent or guardian to elect for an additional year of 
education services and allows the secretary of education to use a student's data as well as their teacher's evaluation in 
the selection. Reported as amended from House Education, June 22, 2021. Re-committed to Rules, June 22, 
2021. 
 
HB 1533 Topper, J. (R) 
Accelerated Learning. Amends the Public School Code, in terms and courses of study, providing for program of 
accelerated learning following COVID-19 pandemic to require public school entities to establish programs of 
accelerated learning to govern the set-aside dollars for learning loss under the recently enacted American Rescue 
Plan (ARP). It will ensure that each school entity develops a systemic, multi-year strategy to deliver accelerated 
learning opportunities that support students’ academic, social, and emotional needs, at no cost to families. It will 
ensure that accelerated learning programs are provided via in-person instruction (except for cyber charter schools) 
and ensure that these temporary funds aren’t invested in a way that will set schools up for a fiscal cliff when funds 
run out. Reported as amended from House Education, June 22, 2021. Re-committed to Rules, June 22, 2021. 
 
HB 1660 Sonney, C. (R) 
Temporary School Emergencies. The bill amends the School Code to allow a beginning with the 2021-2022 school 
year and each school year thereafter will allow a school board of directors to put into operation temporary emergency 
provisions for 60 days when an emergency results in five consecutive days of being unable to provide in-person 
instruction. The school board would have 60 days after the initial vote to implement their temporary emergency 
powers and would need to provide a written plan to the public with an explanation of why the temporary emergency 
provisions are necessary and how long they will be in effect. If an extension is necessary, after 60 days, it would 
require another two-thirds vote by the school board director’s and a public hearing. An amendment added to the bill 
changed the school board vote count from two-thirds to a majority to put into place and extend temporary emergency 
powers. Reported as amended from House Education, June 22, 2021 with two dissenting votes. Re-committed 
to Rules, June 22, 2021. 
 
HR 15 Owlett, C. (R) 
School Bus Drivers. The resolution directs the Joint State Government Commission to conduct a thorough and 
comprehensive analysis of the current school bus driver industry and provide recommendations as to how the 
Commonwealth can effectively address the shortage of school bus drivers. Adopted, June 24, 2021 (201-0). 
 
HR 60 O’Neal, T. (R) 
Jobs of the Future. The resolution would establish the Select Committee on the Jobs of the Future to investigate, 
review and make findings and recommendations regarding opportunities for the development of new industries, 
including advanced manufacturing, in this Commonwealth. A technical amendment was made to the bill. Amended 
and approved by the House Education Committee and passed by the House (201-0). 
 
New Legislation 
 
SB 786 Aument, R. (R) 
Open Campus Expansion. Amends the Public School Code, in open campus initiatives, including charter schools, 
regional charter schools and cyber charter schools in the commonwealth's Open Campus Initiative. Effective in 60 
days. Effective in 60 days. Introduced and referred to Senate Education June 21, 2021. 
 
HB 1416 Sturla, M. (D)  
Accelerated Fair Funding Formula. Amends the Public School Code adding a new section providing for 
accelerated fair funding. Provides that for the 2020-2021 school year through the 2030-2031 school year, the less of 
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$150 million or the annual positive change in the amount appropriated for payment of basic education funding to 
school districts shall be distributed to school districts receiving less than their fair share of state basic education 
funding. Effective immediately. Introduced and referred to House Education June 22, 2021. 
 
HB 1578 Keefer, D. (R) 
Pension Reform Legislation - Eliminating Collar Provisions. Amends Title 24 (Education) and 71 (State 
Government) adding language establishing the statutory employment contribution collars for the State Employees 
Retirement System and the Public School Employees Retirement system are no longer in effect. Effective in 30 days. 
Introduced and referred to House State Government June 8, 2021.  
 
HB 1579 Neilson, E. (D) 
Protecting School Crossing Guards (Formerly HB 2266). Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses), in assault, 
further providing for the offense of aggravated assault by adding school crossing guards as a protected class. 
Effective in 60 days. Introduced and referred to House Judiciary June 8, 2021.  
 
HB 1626 White, M. (R) 
Ensuring an Independent and Efficient Charter School Appeal Board (CAB). Amends the Public School Code, 
in charter schools, further providing for State Charter School Appeal Board. The bill would restructure the make-up 
of the state Charter School Appeal Board (CAB), shift the authority to appoint members to the CAB to the General 
Assembly and ensure the CAB is an autonomous, balanced and efficient entity. Introduced and referred to House 
Education June 14, 2021. 
 
HB 1642 White, M. (R) 
Assisting Students in Economically Disadvantaged Schools. Amends the Public School Code, in educational tax 
credits, further providing for definitions of fiscal year and taxable year. Provides that effective July 1, 2020, a 
scholarship organization for economically disadvantaged schools must agree to distribute scholarships no later than 
February 1 of the applicable school year. Provides that business firms that intend to apply for tax credits for 
contributions for students attending economically disadvantaged schools shall make those contributions to 
scholarship organizations which shall be separately accounted for and distributed by the designated scholarship 
organization. Establishes that tax credits for each fiscal year shall not exceed $200,000 annually per business firm 
and that a business firm may receive tax credits in any fiscal year for combinations of tax credits as specified. 
Provides that limitations for maximum tax credits shall not apply for applications accepted from December 1 through 
the end of the fiscal year if all tax credits authorized under the article for contributions to scholarship organizations, 
opportunity scholarships organizations, or pre-kindergarten scholarship organizations have not been awarded as of 
November 30 of any fiscal year. Establishes that the limitations set forth shall be reinstated for all applications 
accepted by the department after June 30 of the fiscal year notwithstanding a temporary increase in maximum tax 
credits available. Provides that the total aggregate amount of tax credits approved for contributions from business 
firms to opportunity scholarship organizations shall not exceed $50 million. Provides for increases in the amount of 
the scholarship for students attending an economically disadvantaged school dependent upon the grade the student is 
attending. Establishes opportunity scholarships of a maximum amount of $8,500 for a student without a disability 
and $15,000 for a student with a disability. Provides that reporting information related to opportunity scholarships 
and economically disadvantaged schools shall be based upon the 2019-2020 school year for start-up fiscal year 2019-
2020. Establishes reporting requirements for recipients of scholarships. Effective in 60 days. Introduced and 
referred to House Education June 16, 2021. 
 
HB 1659 Sonney, C. (R) 
Kinesthetic Learning Platform Pilot Program. Amends the Public School Code establishing the Kinesthetic 
Learning Platform Pilot Program to provide integrated kinesthetic learning platforms to schools for students in 
prekindergarten through second grade. Provides for the duties of the department and for the minimum qualifications 
for an integrated kinesthetic learning platform. Provides that a school selected to administer the application shall 
submit a report to the department no later than 60 days after the end of an academic year on the expenses incurred by 
the program, the number of students who participated, a survey of educators administering the program and any other 
information requested by the department. Provides reporting requirements for the department to the legislature. 
Effective in 60 days. Introduced and referred to House Education June 16, 2021. 
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HB 1662 Mullins, K. (D) 
Fair Funding for Underfunded School Districts (Former HB1790). Amends the Public School Code, in 
preliminary provisions, providing prior to recommending a basic education funding formula, the commission shall 
consider the potential consequences of a formula that does not allocate all state basic education funding through the 
determined formula; and, in reimbursements by commonwealth and between school districts, establishing a student-
weighted basic education funding formula. Further provides for the calculation of a student-weighted basic education 
funding formula. Effective immediately. Introduced and referred to House Education June 17, 2021. 
 
HB 1666 Zabel, M. (D)  
Requiring charter schools that took PPP loans to reimburse the Commonwealth. Amends the Public School 
Code, in charter schools, further providing for funding for charter schools and providing for federal loans, loan 
forgiveness or grants received in fiscal years 2020 and 2021. This legislation adds a section establishing that charter 
schools, cyber charter schools, or regional charter schools shall report to the department all loans received through 
the U.S. Small Business Administration's Paycheck Protection Program, other federal loans, loan forgiveness, or 
grants received from federal programs in the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020, and June 31, 2021. The bill further 
provides that the department shall calculate the amount of federal funds received and reduce the amount to be paid to 
those schools by the calculated payment. Effective immediately. Introduced and referred to House Education 
June 21, 2021.  
 
HB 1685 Topper, J. (R)  
Charter School Accountability and Modernization Act. Amends the Public School Code, in pupils & attendance, 
providing for transfer of attendance records to another school entity or nonpublic school; in charter schools, further 
providing for definitions, for powers of charter schools. Introduced and referred to House Education June 23, 
2021. 
 
HB 1688 Mullins, K. (D)  
Charter and Cyber Charter School Costing-Out Study (Former HB1612). Amends the Public School Code, in 
charter schools, providing for a costing-out study. Introduced and referred to House Education June 23, 2021.  
 
HB 1698 Ryan, F. (R)  
PSERS/SERS Global Investment Performance Standards (GIPS). Amends Titles 24 (Education) and 71 (State 
Government), in administration & miscellaneous provisions, providing for Global Investment Professional Standards 
(GIPS); and, in administration, funds, accounts and general provisions, providing for GIPS. This legislation adds a 
section providing for Public School Employees' Retirement System (PSERS) and State Employees' Retirement 
System (SERS) compliance with the 2020 edition of the GIPS beginning with fiscal year 2022-2023 and annually 
thereafter. The legislation also provides for the boards to adopt any updates to the GIPS necessary to ensure the plans' 
compliance with the standards. Effective in 60 days. Introduced and referred to House State Government June 
24, 2021.  
 
HB 1707 DeLuca, A. (D)  
Charter School Conflicts of Interest. Amends Title 65 (Public Officers), in ethics standards and financial 
disclosure, further providing for restricted activities. Introduced and referred to House State Government June 
26, 2021. 
 
HB 1708 Wheatley, J. D)  
Out of School Suspension. Amends the Public School Code, in pupils and attendance, further providing for 
possession of weapons prohibited and for suspension and expulsion of pupils. Introduced and referred to House 
Education June 25, 2021. 
 
HB 1713 Ciresi, J. (D)  
COVID-19 Trauma-Informed Education Training. Amends the Public School Code, in school safety and security, 
providing for COVID-19 pandemic trauma-informed education grants for 2021-2022 school year. 
Filed June 30, 2021. 
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Federal/National News 
 
SCOTUS: Student Speech in PA Case – The U.S. Supreme Court on June 23rd ruled that a school district violated 
the First Amendment when it punished a student for her vulgar message on Snapchat expressing frustration about 
school. The court ruled 8-1 that while public schools may have a special interest in regulating some off-campus 
student speech, the special interests offered by the school in this case were not sufficient to overcome Pennsylvania 
student Brandi Levy’s interest in free expression. The 1,000-student Mahanoy Area School District also claimed a 
victory, saying in a statement that it felt vindicated by the fact that all nine justices rejected the broad 3rd Circuit rule 
that Tinker did not apply categorically to off-campus speech. “The Supreme Court instead enumerated many 
examples of situations when school districts can regulate off-campus speech and made it clear that its list was not 
exclusive,” the district’s statement said. “So, although the court upheld the $1 judgment in favor of Ms. Levy, we are 
very pleased that the court agreed with our arguments about schools’ authority to address off-campus speech under a 
wide variety of situations.” Read the rest of the story: “U.S. Supreme Court Rules for Cheerleader Who Posted 
Vulgar Snapchat Message” (from Education Week, 6/23/21). [Also, see a related story, “Educators Look for 
Guideposts in Supreme Court Ruling on Student Free Speech” from Education Week.] 
 
 
 

https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/u-s-supreme-court-rules-for-student-on-regulation-of-off-campus-speech/2021/06?utm_source=nl&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=eu&M=61177380&U=1265699&UUID=6228dead1defcfc419a33ae1c5cb312a
https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/u-s-supreme-court-rules-for-student-on-regulation-of-off-campus-speech/2021/06?utm_source=nl&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=eu&M=61177380&U=1265699&UUID=6228dead1defcfc419a33ae1c5cb312a
https://www.edweek.org/educators-look-for-guideposts-in-supreme-court-ruling-on-student-free-speech/2021/06?utm_source=nl&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=eu&M=61177380&U=1265699&UUID=6228dead1defcfc419a33ae1c5cb312a
https://www.edweek.org/educators-look-for-guideposts-in-supreme-court-ruling-on-student-free-speech/2021/06?utm_source=nl&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=eu&M=61177380&U=1265699&UUID=6228dead1defcfc419a33ae1c5cb312a
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